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This website is intended to be a permanent and definitive archive in 
commemoration of the life of BSM John Kennelly DCM MSM, Royal 
Garrison Artillery (RGA), who served the guns for 21 years. 


John Kennelly was my paternal Grandfather. He was an unassuming 
man who served his country with distinction during World War | (WWI), 
but it is also important to address the mystery regarding his background, —®SM John Kennelly 
and to correct errors published about him elsewhere on the web in some France, 1917 
military and genealogical sites. 

This website does not pretend to make a definitive contribution to WWI history, but it 
does go into some detail regarding the Batteries my Grandfather served in and the notable 
battles he participated in. It is more of a personal memoir to honour a man who is otherwise 
forgotten, but | am happy to include contributions from others regarding any of the contents 
of this site, or who had a relative who served in the RGA at any time and may wish to mention 
them here. 


Anyone who wishes to contact me in connection with any of the contents of this site may 
do so via THIS LINK. 


Whilst the contents of this site are copyrighted by me, | am happy for anyone to use any of 
the material herein for non-commercial use, providing that | am given proper recognition and 
cited as the source. 


For ease of presentation, and in order to explain fully the mystery surrounding John 
Kennelly’s parents and his place and date of birth in some detail, this site has been divided 
into a number of pages, the titles of which appear in the left-hand navigation panel and are 
repeated in a horizontal navigation banner at the foot of each page. Clicking on the 
appropriate title in either navigation menu takes the reader to the appropriate page. 


Finally, although it also appears elsewhere on this site, | think it is apposite to append a 
photograph of my Grandfather’s medal group here as well. From left to right these comprise: 
Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM), 1914-18 War Medal (WM), 1914-1918 Victory Medal 
(VM) with Mentioned in Dispatches Oak Leaf emblem on the ribbon, Long Service & Good 
Conduct Medal (LS&GC), and Meritorious Service Medal (MSM). 

These medals bear the following inscriptions around the rim: DCM - ‘9541 B.S.MJR. 
J.KENNELLY.293/SGE.BY. R.G.A.’; WM - ‘9541 W.O. CL.2. J.KENNELLY.R.A.’; VM - ‘9541 W.O. 
CL.2. J.KENNELLY.R.A.’; LS&GC - ‘9541 B.S.MJR. J.KENNELLY. D.C.M. R.G.A.’; MSM - ‘9541 
B.S.MIJR. J.KENNELLY.194/SGE.BY. R.G.A.’. 


The original medals were bequeathed to me and are still in my possession. 
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onthe ) , and that his year of birth was geo) Those two statements are correct only if 


John’s Date of Birth lay between 3 November and 2 December 1882'3) but John knew both 
statements were untrue, as the following will prove. 


First, throughout his life, John had always told his own wife and family that when he 
joined up he had, in his own words, ‘added a couple of years to his age’. Second, when John 
enlisted, the Boer War was still ongoing, and the Army needed more recruits to fight in 
South Africa. However, enlistees under the age of 19 could not be posted abroad, even if 
they had enlisted for that very purpose. Nevertheless, enlistees who claimed to be 19, and 
who could pass themselves off as such, were generally accepted without demur or further 
investigation by senior officers. 


The foregoing were good reasons why an enlistee and a Recruiting Sergeant would be 
willing to conspire, tacitly or otherwise, and record the enlistee’s age in the enlistment 
documents as ‘19 years and nil months’. Apparently this was a stock phrase used in these 
circumstances. For more on this issue, see the excellent research done by Richard Van 


Emden'4), 


Actually, neither John, nor his wife, Euphemia, knew with any certainty his actual date 
of birth. Throughout his life, they simply celebrated his birthday in the first week of 
February, as John never knew if he was born on the 4th or 6th of that month. They ignored 


(1,2) 


the fiction in John’s Army papers as they knew it to be untrue. 


Whilst John Kennelly’s date of birth, and the exact whereabouts thereof, are unknown 


eS he told his family that he was born in Killorglin, County Kerry, Ireland, the home of the 
frmous Puck Fair'Z), John’s claim has been impossible to verify, as there is no record of in 
the Irish National archives 58) of a John Kennelly being born in Killorglin in 10 years on either 
side of 1882, John’s alleged year of birth. More on this subject appears below, but suffice to 


say here that neither the Irish civil'2) nor church'®) authorities have a record of his birth or 
baptism. 
John was born into a devout Roman Catholic family. John’s Father, named ‘John Kinnelly‘ 


in John’s Marriage Certificate'®), is described in the same document as a ‘Farmer’. John said 
that the farming life was not for him, though his Army Employment Sheet, Army Form 


B.2066'2), dated 12 September 1913, states that his ‘Trade or calling before enlistment: 
Clerk’, which is somewhat puzzling if not downright contradictory. Nevertheless, John left 


home and enlisted in the British Army on 2 December 1901 at Cork, Ireland. He enlisted 
initially for ‘7 years’ service and 5 years in the reserve’), 
After enlistment, John was attested as a Gunner in the Royal Garrison Regiment (RGA) 


with the No. ‘9541/RGA'\) and formally joined the Regiment at the Citadel, Plymouth, 
England, on 7 December 1901'2) where he served in 1 Depot!) and, on re-organisation, in 3 
Depot on 1 January 1902'2), John was not sent to South Africa, whether it had been his wish 
to serve there or not, but was subsequently posted as a Gunner to 21 Company RGA at Leith 
Fort, Scotland, on 23 January 1902'2), whilst in 21 Company, John obtained his ‘Third Class 
Certificate of Education’ on 24 February 1902") and his ‘Second Class Certificate’ on 24 
March 1903"), 
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Soon after John Kennelly’s posting to Leith Fort, he met the woman who would 
subsequently become his wife and lifelong companion, Euphemia Page Green. On 7 
November 1903 they married by Warrant of the Sheriff Substitute of the Lothians and 


Peebles in the Register Office, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh'2). 


Their marriage is described on the Marriage Certificate'®) as an ‘Irregular Marriage’, 
otherwise known as a ‘Marriage by Declaration’, because it was performed before two 


witnesses, one of whom was a Sheriff’s Officer in John and Euphemia’s case, and it was 
conducted in front of a Registrar, who duly recorded it. 


An Irregular Marriage was distinguished from a Regular Marriage, because the latter 
applied only to a marriage conducted by an ordained Minister of Religion, but only after the 
official Banns had been read out in their church for 3 weeks prior to the ceremony. The 
churches in Scotland disagreed with irregular marriages on principle, but accepted them on 
the grounds that to do otherwise would encourage couples to ‘live in sin’. Irregular 
Marriages were made illegal in Scotland after 1 July 1940. 


The reason John and Euphemia did not adopt the Regular Marriage procedure was 
because John was a Roman Catholic but Euphemia was a Protestant, and neither the Roman 
Catholic Church nor the Church of Scotland would agree to marry them unless one of them 
renounced their faith and took instruction in the other. But that was not their only concern, 
as explained below. 


The Marriage Certificate'®) states that both John and Euphemia were ‘Age 20’ at the 
time of their marriage. In John’s case, his age at the date of his marriage could have been 20 
only if he had been born on or between 9 November and 2 December 1882 inclusive'2), if 


his Marriage Certificate'®) was to be in accordance with his Army papers')2), However, as 
stated previously, both John and Euphemia believed that John’s Birthday was in February, 


although they were unsure as to whether it was on the 4th or the 6th of that month, so 


John’s age stated on the Marriage Certificate'®) is as unreliable as his age stated in his Army 
Papers'22), 


The unreliability of the ages stated for John and Euphemia in their Marriage Certificate 


(8) is proven beyond any doubt by the age it gives for Euphemia. Her Certificate of Birth'22) 
shows that she was born on 24 August 1879 at East Port, Falkland, Fife, so she would have 
been 24 years old on 24 August 1903'2), i.e. more than 2 months prior to her marriage. 
However, the Marriage Certificate!2) states that she was ‘Age 20’ at the time of their 
marriage, and this is demonstrably untrue according to her Certificate of Birth!22). 


John and Euphemia subsequently explained this discrepancy to the family. Euphemia 
was older than John. She felt it reflected poorly on her that she was marrying a man much 
younger than herself. As John had already falsified his age to join the Army, he suggested 
that they use the same subterfuge on their Marriage Certificate!®), but in Euphemia’s case, 
to make her younger than she really was. They both joked many times about having done 
this in later years. This subterfuge would have been easy to get away with in an Irregular 
Marriage, as the documentary requirements were less onerous than those required for a 
Regular Marriage, as the following will demonstrate. 


There are three other notable entries on that Marriage Certificate!®). The first is that 
John’s own name appears as ‘John Kinnelly’, which is obviously a transcription error as his 


Army papers(22) show that he enlisted with the name of ‘John Kennelly’, which he always 
maintained was his real and only name. The second and third, respectively, are that John’s 
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Father is stated to be Yohn Kinnelly’, whilst his Mother appears as ‘Bridget Kinnelly M.S. 


Morarty’. Neither such person appears in the Irish civil'222) or church records'®) from 1850 
onwards, so the entries would also appear to be transcription errors. 


Furthermore, neither the Irish civil!2) nor church authorities'®) have a record of a 
marriage between a John Kinnelly and a Bridget Morarty, but they do record a marriage on 


5 March 1886 between a ‘John Kennelly’ and a ‘Bridget Moriarty’, both of Knocknaboola, a 
small hamlet just over 2 miles from Killorglin. This is the only recorded marriage of a couple 
with similar names to those persons named in John Kennelly’s Marriage Certificate 2) living 
in the area of Killorglin, the town where John maintained he was born, and this also 
suggests that the names of his parents were transcribed incorrectly on that Marriage 


Ce rtificate'8), 


In view of the above, it would be easy to assume that this Knocknaboola couple were 
John Kennelly’s parents. However, for that to be true, they would have to have given birth 
to John up to 4 years before their marriage, according to his year of birth as stated in his 
Army papers(22), Whilst a spokesperson for the Diocese of Killorglin confirms that this 
couple were married in their jurisdiction in 1886, they go on to say, ‘I doubt that John 
[Kennelly] and Bridget [Moriarty] are [John Kennelly’s] parents...a child might be born out of 
wedlock but [the parents] would get married at an early date after the birth — a gap of 4 


years seems too long’'®). 


The gap of 4 years referred to above is the difference between John Kennelly’s year of 
birth stated on his Army papers(»2), i.e. 1882, and the year of marriage of the 
Knocknaboola couple, i.e. 1886, so the statement from the Diocese does not in itself 
categorically rule them out as his parents. Nevertheless, it is known that John Kennelly lied 
about his age to join the Army by claiming to be older than he was, and that his age as 
stated in his Army papers|22) is false. Therefore, this Knocknaboola couple could be John’s 
parents even if the gap between his actual year of birth and their marriage was less than 4 
years, and may even be no more than a year or less. 


For the foregoing to be true, it could have made John Kennelly no older than 15 or 16 
when he enlisted in the Army if the Knocknaboola couple were to be his parents. 
Furthermore, even if John had been that young on enlistment, he would have to be able to 
pass himself off as a nineteen year old in front of the Recruiting Sergeant and any officers 
he subsequently encountered if he wanted to serve abroad. Whilst that could be true, it is 
unlikely because the Diocese has full baptismal records for the children of John and Bridget 


Kennelly, none of whom were named John'®), which supports the other evidence that this 
Knocknaboola couple were not John Kennelly’s parents. 


In view of all the above, there has always been a mystery surrounding John Kennelly’s 
date and place of birth, and also whom his parents really were. So much so that the Irish 
civil authorities are not prepared to grant an Irish Passport to John Kennelly’s Grandchildren 
on the grounds that there is insufficient evidence to prove his place and date of birth. 
Nevertheless, the mystery surrounding John Kennelly’s date and place of birth, or who his 
parents were, does not detract from the fact that he served his country well - Ireland was 
part of the United Kingdom until 1922 - and that he did so courageously. 


| have gone on about John Kennelly’s parents and his date and place of birth at some 
length, because | know that some people, including distant relations, have put up family 
trees on genealogical sites which make inaccurate claims about his background and life. 
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Furthermore, | am the only living descendant of my Grandfather, John Kennelly, who had 
anything to do with him for many years, up to and including his death, and also | have the 
originals of all the documents and other artefacts cited or included in this memorandum, as 
these were passed down to me and remain in my sole possession. No other living person 
has had access to these. 


Undeterred about the mystery surrounding his past, John Kennelly continued to serve in 
21 Company RGA at Leith Fort. He was granted ‘Good Conduct Pay of 1 [Old] Penny per day’ 
on 2 December 1903, extended his service to complete 8 years with the colours on 17 
March 1904, ‘Elects[sic] Service Pay Class 1 Rate of 6 [Old] Pence per day’ on 1 April 1904, 
appointed Acting Bombardier on 7 November 1903, then granted his second ‘Good Conduct 


Badge’ and ‘Service Pay Class 1 of 7 [Old] Pence per day’ on 2 December 1906'2), 


On 15 September 1908 John was posted as an Acting Bombardier to 78 Company RGA 
and left for their base in Singapore on the same day. He was subsequently promoted to 


Bombardier on 28 January 1909'2), 


John’s marriage to Euphemia was recorded in the RGA records on 28 December 1908"), 
by which time they already had two children, a son, John Edward, born at No. 5 Argyle 
Street, Leith on 18 April 1905(24) and a daughter, Bridget Norah, born at No. 16 Hamilton 
Crescent, Leith on 1 March 1908, (22) 


John’s wife, Euphemia, and their two children, John Edward and Bridget Norah, also 
went to Singapore with him. They appear in the 1911 Census Return as living in the Barracks 
or Quarters in the Straights Settlements there. (13) 


During his 3 years plus in Singapore), John played football for his Regimental team and 
on 2 occasions, namely 1909 and 1910, the team was runners up in the Singapore Football 


Association Cup Competition and the team members were awarded silver medals by the 
SFA, (238) a photograph of one of the teams John served in can be seen HERE. 
On 19 February 1909, John ‘Extended [his] service to complete 12 years with the 


colours) and on 18 December 1911 he was posted as a Bombardier back to 21 Company 
RGA at Leith Fort"). John was accompanied by his family. They took up residence back at 16 
Hamilton Crescent, Leith, just round the corner from Leith Fort where John was stationed. 


John was subsequently promoted to Corporal on 28 December 1912") a photograph of 21 
Coy’s, NCOs can be seen HERE. 


Subsequently, Corporal John Kennelly ‘Re-engaged at Leith Fort to complete 21 years 
[sic] service’ on 16 August 1913!4), 


On 3 August 1914 Germany invaded Belgium because it had refused free passage of 
German troops so they could pass through to attack France. Belgium immediately invoked 
the 1839 Treaty of London and consequently Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 
of that year. 


Corporal John Kennelly was promoted to Sergeant in 21 Coy., on 8 October 1914!) His 
immediate Commanding Officer, Captain E C Moubray presented him with a silver-gilt 


snuffbox in appreciation for the work he had done in the Company. A photograph of the 
snuffbox can be seen HERE 


Britain was now engaged in a war of attrition with Germany on the Western Front, but 
life for Sergeant John Kennelly must have carried on much as usual in 21 Coy., RGA at Leith 
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Fort, although he must have worried for his pregnant wife and 2 children when Leith was 
bombed by enemy zeppelins on 2 April 1916. Nevertheless, John and 
Euphemia subsequently had a healthy third child, a son, George Charles, born at 16 
Hamilton Crescent, Leith, on 22 July 1916(24), but all this was soon to change in November 
1916, and for details of those changes, please visit the following pages, starting with ‘293 
Siege Battery’. 
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293 Siege Battery 


On 1 November 1916, 293 Siege Battery (SB) was formed at Leith Fort under the 
command of Major Harold Snowden. Sergeant John Kennelly was transferred to 293 SB 


from 21 Coy, RGA‘), and he served in that Siege Battery until 22 September 19171), 


Siege Batteries were approximately equivalent to an infantry company in terms of size 
and composition. Generally a Siege Battery was comprised of 5 officers, 10 non- 
commissioned officers, and anything between 100 and 125 men. 


The 293 SB’s armament consisted of four 6 inch howitzers. They were equipped with the 
newer model of howitzer, which was lighter than the older model and had greater range. 
The barrel and breech of these guns weighed some 26 hundredweight alone, and they were 
capable of firing a 100 pound shell up to 9,600 yards, approximately 5% miles; the whole 


assembly mounted on wheels weighed just over 3% long tons (8,142 pounds)'22), 


Each gun was manned by a team of 10 men, led by a Sergeant, who was the gun 
commander and referred to as the ‘No. 1 of the gun’ (26a), which was Sergeant John 
Kennelly’s role at the time and it was he who supervised the rest of the gun team and gave 
the order to fire. 


Once the 293 SB had nearly its full complement of officers and men, it was transferred 
from Leith Fort on 20 December 1916 to Ewshot near Aldershot for further training. Several 
Battery photographs were taken on 9 January 1917 and subsequently. Of the 2 in my 
possession, the first comprises 107 officers and men - see HERE and the second comprises 
123 officers and men - see HERE. 


On 30 March 1917, 293 SB embarked to Join the British Expeditionary Force (BEF) in 


Francel), where John Kennelly would spend just over the next 2 years. 


The Battery landed at Le Havre on the early hours of the next day and subsequently 
moved some 200 miles by train to near Fleurbaix where it came under the command of 17 


Heavy Artillery Group (HAG) (22) part of the Second Australia & New Zealand Army Corps (II 
ANZAC) on 11 April 1917 at Fort Rompu near Erquinghem-Lys, France. 


John served with 293 SB for just over 10 months!2), during which time he was involved in 
the Battle of Messines(274), which lasted from 7 to 14 June 1917, and was a precursor to the 


Third Battle of Ypres, better known as the Battle of Passchendaele!225), which lasted from 


31 July 1917 to 20 November 1917. 


Whilst the Battle of Messines was a splendid example of a quick military success due to 
meticulous planning and co-operation between infantry, artillery, and tanks - it was also the 
first Allied success since 1916 - Passchendaele did not go to plan and became the final great 
battle of drawn-out attrition in WWI. 


The Battle of Messines was also notable because it started with the detonation by the 
Allies of 19 enormous mines which had been constructed beneath the German front-line. 
After these were detonated, the artillery barrage commenced. It was also the first time that 
German losses exceeded those of the Allies. Estimates claim that there were 25,000 enemy 
killed as opposed to ‘only’ 17,000 Allied troops (compare this to Passchendaele, where total 


Allied and German casualties exceeded 350,000'229)), 


According to the 293 SB’s War Diary!28), the Battle of Messines'1Z2) started for the 
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Battery at 3.10am on 7 June when ‘the barrage opened and was continued according to 
programme by the battery without cessation till 5.30pm’. The War Diary also records that 
the Battery received its first casualty, Gunner Emsley, who was wounded in the leg by a 
shell-splinter, but by the end of that day ‘the battle progressed very well and Messines Ridge 
has been captured’. On the 8 June, the War Diary!) records that the Battery ‘continued the 
bombardment until 8.40pm’, when the Battery ‘pulled out to a new position...under the 
orders of X group H.A.’ and was joined by 2 other guns to become 6 in total. On 14 June, the 
Diary records that the Battery ‘fired a bombardment in the afternoon of 250 rounds’ and the 
day ended with the entire Messines salient being in Allied hands. 


Buoyed by their success at Messines, the Allies should have pressed home their 
advantage and immediately advanced on Passchendaele, but General Haig, the British 
commander, refused to press-on, which gave the Germans the opportunity to regroup and 
prepare their defences. The result was that despite the Allies initial bombardment by over 
3,000 guns firing over 4 million shells'1Z°), Passchendaele soon became bogged down into 
yet another battle of attrition with the enemy, and after the war it ‘would be remembered 
as a symbol of the worst horrors of the First World War, the sheer futility of much of the 
fighting, and the reckless disregard by some of the war’s senior leaders for the lives of the 


men under their command’ (17d) 


The 293 SB War Diary'28) records on 31 July 1917 that the Battle of Passchendaele 
‘commenced at 3.50 am’, but by 2 August the ‘weather very bad, battle much affected, 


orders for a move forward held in abeyance.’ The bad weather continued, and it was not 
until the 7 August that the Battery is recorded as having been able to do much firing, when 
it was able to average 400 rounds per day for the next 6 days. Then from the 19 to 22 
August, it managed only 200 rounds per day, but then bad weather impaired the ability to 
shoot and the number of shells fired on a daily basis varied between nil, to 100, to 400 
depending on the weather. This seems to have been the pattern of shoots until the 10 
September when the Battery ‘went out to rest, leaving a guard on the guns.’ 


On 16 September 293 SB returned from rest and on 17 September the War Diary'48) 
notes that it ‘Fired a ten minute Bombardment.’ Also on the 17 September, virtually in the 


middle of the Battle of Passchendaele, Sergeant John Kennelly was promoted to Battery 
Sergeant Major (BSM) in the 293 sB') Then, on the 19 September the War Diary'28) records 
that ‘Battery assisted in hurricane barrage lasting for 24 hours’, and on the 20 September, 
‘Zero hour 5.40 am. battery fired continuously until 7.15 pm.’ On the 23 September 1917, 


BSM John Kennelly was posted from 293 SB to 194 sp). 
During his service in 293 SB, BSM John Kennelly was recommended for the Distinguished 


Service Medal (DCM), which was subsequently awarded'48). His citation reads ‘For 
conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He has rendered continuous good service and 
has done his work with a thoroughness and attention to detail beyond all praise. In addition 
to his other duties, he acted as No. 1 of a gun, and during that period made his detachment 


highly efficient. He has always shown the greatest coolness and contempt of danger.’(182), 


More can be read about 293 SB and those who served in it on the excellent website 


devised by Sean Pagel!2), whose grandfather also served in the battery, and in the Battery’s 
War Diary'28) | can heartily recommend Sean’s site as it was that which inspired me to produce this site. 


BSM John Kennelly’s story continues on the page dedicated to the 194 Siege Battery. 
Meanwhile, | close this page with an internal link photograph of BSM John Kennelly together 
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with 3 other NCOs in France, but whether this was taken during his time in the 293 SB or the 
194 SB | do not know, though perhaps some reader might. The photograph can be seen 
HERE. 


Copyright © 2020 Liam OCionnfhaolaidh Back to Top 


[BSM John Kennelly DCM MSM, RGA] [Pre-WWI] [293 Siege Battery] [194 Siege Battery] [Post WW1] [References] [Documents] [Photographs] 
[Addendum] 


Another 
BillyBuilt 
Product 


mhtml:file://C:\Users\ocion\OneDrive\Desktop\Grandad's Website\293 Siege Battery.mhtml 15/02/2021 


194 Siege Battery Page | of 3 


194 SB was commanded by Major E N Aston'?2) from the time BSM John Kennelly joined 
it on 23 September 1917 until after he left for home on 14 May 1919!2), 


The official Brigade War Diary'2® shows that on 1 March 1918 194 SB was part of 87 
Brigade RGA, Fifth Army. The Battery was situated at Courcelles Le Comte, to the West of 


Cambrai, where the British Lines were at their weakest point and where a heavy German 
offensive was expected. 194 SB, along with 156 Heavy Battery (156 HB) and 219 SB, kept up 
day and night harassing fire on German positions from 8th to 20th March, firing hundreds of 
shells, and the War Diary states that ‘many enemy dumps were blown up by our fire’. 


BSM John Kennelly served in 194 SB from 23 September 1917 until 14 May 1919!) and 
much of the Battery’s background can be gleaned from the Brigade’s War Diary'29), During 
this period, the Germans initiated their notorious Spring Offensive, also known as the 
Ludendorff Offensive!22), which comprised 4 attacks code named by the Germans ‘Michael’, 
‘Georgette’, ‘Gneisenau’, and ‘Blicher-Yorck’, with Operation Michael being the main attack, 
which was intended to break through the Allied lines, seize the Channel ports, and drive the 
British Expeditionary Force into the sea. It started on 21 March 1918 and was aimed directly 
at the British 5th Army. 


‘In just five hours, the Germans fired one million artillery shells at the British lines held by 
the Fifth Army - over 3000 shells fired every minute. The artillery bombardment was followed 
by an attack by elite storm troopers. These soldiers travelled lightly and were skilled in fast, 
hard-hitting attacks before moving on to their next target. Unlike soldiers burdened with 
weighty kit etc, the storm troopers carried little except weaponry (such as flame throwers) 
that could cause much panic, as proved to be the case in this attack. 


By the end of the first day of the attack, 21,000 British soldiers had been taken prisoner 
and the Germans had made great advances through the lines of the Fifth Army. Senior 
British military commanders lost control of the situation. They had spent three years used to 
static warfare and suddenly they had to cope with a German onslaught. Gough ordered the 
Fifth Army to withdraw. The German attack was the biggest breakthrough in three years of 
warfare on the Western Front. Ironically, the British gave up to the Germans the Somme 
region - where so many British and German soldiers had been killed in the battle of 1916’. 
(21a) 


How this affected the 194 SB can be gleaned from the relevant War Diary'29) but official 
war diaries are impersonal and are short on subjective material. | am fortunate in that | can 


remember much of what my Grandfather told me about his experiences during those 
terrible days. 


The 87 Brigade’s Diary records that at ‘5.00 am the German attack opened’ on 21 March 
1918, and that ‘The Brigade OP was manned by 2Lt A E Curtis, 194 SB. He has not since been 
heard of, and is reported ‘Missing’. The Diary continues to say that by 8.00 pm ‘After close 
fighting and many casulaties 154 HB withdrawn from Beaumetz to Lebucquiere. Loueverval 
and Doignies taken by enemy. Our batteries firing on Agache valley’. At 10.00pm it states, 
‘219 SB withdrawn to Fremicourt with 5 guns with 1 being abandoned. 156 HB withdrawn to 
Fremicourt.’ Then, on 22 March, ‘4.00 am After some casualties, Brigade HQ retired to 
Fremicourt. 44 SB having exhausted ammunition retired to Albert. 194 SB & 154 HB 
withdrawn via Fremicourt to Avesnes-Les-Bapaumes. Lebucquiere lost. 5.00 pm Brigade HQ 
moved to Grevillers.’ 
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For a more personal insight into what 194 SB experienced during the 21-22 March, see 
the private letter dated 7 December 1919 to BSM John Kennelly from his former 
Commanding Officer in 194 SB who had recommended him for the Military Cross (MC) for 
his part in these events. The whole of the letter is reproduced HERE (5 pages) as it contains 
some interesting background to the events and personnel involved not mentioned 
elsewhere. 


The part that BSM John Kennelly played during the 21-22 March resulted in him being 


recommended for the Military Cross (MC)'S°e HERE) and the French Medaille d’Honneur!S°° 
Bene & HERE) but, although neither of these were awarded, he did receive the Meritorious 


Service Medal (msM)'223), and a Mention in Despatches (mip) '2,232 SERE & DERE) for his 
efforts those days and nights. His award of the MSM and the MiD are also referred to in his 


former OC’s 5-page post-war letter, a copy of which can be found HERE. 


In that letter, BSM John Kennelly’s former OC in 194 SB states, inter alia, ‘/ shall never 
forget the evening of Mar. 22nd. | shall always regret losing those two guns, we certainly 
might have done them in much better than we did.’ The letter goes on to say that the OC 
had ‘met General Geddes shortly before he died and he told me that the battery covered 
itself with glory. |am very glad that you got the M.S.M. and a mention, it was considerably 
less than you deserved. As a matter of fact | recommended you for the M.C. at the same time 
as Bdr. Thorne (the signaller) the two cooks and the other Bdr. They all got M.Ms if you 
remember’. 


The mention of the loss of ‘two guns’ and the ‘two cooks’ in the letter quoted above 
reminds me of the story my Grandfather told me about the night in question. There was 
only 1 gun remaining in action in his battery and so many of the gun crew had been killed or 
injured that he had had to get the cooks to help him man it so that it could remain firing. 


Subsequent to the German breakthrough, there were a lot of movements back and forth 
in the fronts. The 194 SB moved around quite a bit and saw plenty of action because on 11 
April the War Dia ry'20) records that, ‘Brigade became a Counter-Battery Group (C.B.S.O 4th 
Corps). Operations — destructive shoots, neutralisation of hostile batteries, area strafes, 
night harassing fire, and occasional trench shoots.’ 


Two examples of the kind of shoots 194 SB was doing can be gleaned from the ‘Active 
Hostile Batteries Engaged With Aeroplane Observation’ reports that were often taken by 
pilots of the Royal Flying Corps (RFC) who were used as aerial spotters and observers. HERE 
is one such example of such a report, and HERE is another. 


On one occasion, the War Diary'22) notes that on 11 May between the hours of 1900 to 
0400 next day, near the village of Foncquevillers, ‘194 SB and 219 SB near Foncquevillers 


gassed. 10,000 gas-shells put into the village. Total casualties during week following, when 


all developed, 7 officers, 160 men, also the Brigade M.O.. Only two deaths resulted,’(29) 


Per Martin Marix Evans, by the end of Operation Michael, ‘The Allies had lost nearly 
255,000 men (British, British Empire and French). They also lost 1,300 artillery pieces and 
200 tanks. All of this could be replaced, either from French and British factories or from 
American manpower. German troop losses were 239,000 men, many of them specialist 
shocktroops (Stormtroops) who were irreplaceable. In terms of morale, the initial German 
jubilation at the successful opening of the offensive soon turned to disappointment, as it 


became clear that the attack had not achieved decisive results’(42°), 
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From May until 11 November 1918, when Germany finally surrendered, 194 SB was kept 
busy as things turned in favour of the Allies. The following selection of entries from the War 


Diary!22) gives an idea of these developments, but this is not a complete list, nor is the War 
Diary comprehensive in its descriptions of what actually transpired: 


16/06/1918: 194 SB establishment increased to 6 guns with transfer of 2 x 6” howitzers 
from 513 SB to 194 SB. 


24/06/1918: Brigade moved to GHQ Reserve at VAUCHELLES. 


29/06/1918: Brigade moved to CONTAY en route for IV ARMY (Australian Corps). ‘Whilst 
in the line, harassing fire was carried out nightly on enemy communications, suspected areas 
etc. Counter-Battery shoots by the Siege Batteries were done whenever the weather was 
suitable. During the month — one DSO, one MC, and one DCM have been awarded in the 
Brigade.’ 


1/07/1918: Brigade, including 194 SB with 6x 6” howitzers, under Australian Corps 
Heavy Artillery and 69 Brigade RGA. 


4/07/1918: 3.10am Hamel offensive opened. 
10/07/1918: Brigade replaced French Artillery on the line. 


1-24/08/1918: 194 SB (6x 6” howitzers)& 219 SB (6x 6” howitzers) ‘fired 19,000 rounds 
at the enemy’. 


31/08/1918: 194 SB (6x 6” howitzers) & 219 SB (6x 6” howitzers) transferred to gine 
Brigade RGA. 


10/09/1918: Batteries pulled out - 194 SB to BOESCHEPE (Maj C E Morris) 
21/09/1918: 194 SB moved to COUTHOVE AVENUE 
27/09/1918: All Brigade’s Batteries in position in front of YSER CANAL, North of YPERS. 


29/09/1918: Assisted attack on PASSCHENDAELE RIDGE — Counter Battery and 
bombardment. 


30/09/1918: Brigade at WESTOUTRE. 

1/10/1918: Brigade held in reserve at WESTOUTRE, including 194 SB. 
1/11/1918: Brigade at ROLLEGHEM, including 194 SB. 

11/11/1918: Germany surrendered, signed the Armistice. 


For what happened next to 194 SB and BSM John Kennelly, please go to the ‘Post WWI’ 
page. 
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BSM John Kennelly remained with 194 SB until he was repatriated to the UK on 13 May 
1919!2) after the Armistice. 


On his return to the UK, BSM John Kennelly was posted on 14 May 1919 to 1 Depot, and 
subsequently to ‘A’ Battery 19 Fire Command from 12 November 1919 until 1 September 


1920!) where he carried out the duties of a 3rd Class Master Gunner without extra pay 
(25) then he was posted to ‘A’ Coastal Battery RGA at Gullane when it was formed on 1 
September 1920, and finally to RGA HQ & DE Forth Fire Command RGA, Leith Fort'22) where 
he completed his 21 years’ service. John Kennelly retired from military service on 1 
December 1922'2 22). He was entitled to an Army Pension (in ‘old money’) of ‘47%d plus 6d 
per day’ (32), the additional 6d being the gratuity on account of his DCM. 


Prior to BSM John Kennelly’s retirement, in August 1920, Army Numbers of serving 


troops were changed'2®), BSM John Kennelly, formerly number 9541/RGA became 1400989 


and this is the number shown on his ‘Discharge Certificate’!2) and ‘Character Certificate’ (22). 


During BSM John Kennelly’s posting to ‘A’ Battery 19 Fire Command, he performed the 
duties of loading and firing the One O’Clock Gun, then a 32-pound breech-loader from the 


Half Moon Battery in Edinburgh Castle'22). This was used as a time-signal for ships in Leith 


harbour and out in the Firth of Forth'22) but note that the modern ceremony (which the link 
in the References page takes one to is a completely different gun and it is fired from a 


different battery to the originals when BSM John Kennelly carried out those duties. 


In total, my Grandfather, BSM John Kennelly DCM, MSM was recommended for awards 
on five occasions, namely MC, DCM, MSM (Twice) and the French Médaille d’Honneur'22). 


He was also Mentioned in Despatches and awarded the Oak Leaf emblem'222) to adorn his 
medal group. 


Subsequent to his retirement from the Army, John Kennelly became a Chief Clerk in the 
Ministry of Defence in Edinburgh. He died on 8 August 1973 in the Royal Victoria Hospital, 
Edinburgh. His Death Certificate’? states that his Date of Birth was ‘4 February 1882’ and 
that he was ‘Age 91 years’ when he died, but it was my Father, George Charles Kennelly, 
who provided the Registrar with this information. However, as explained in detail on the 
‘Pre-WWI’ page, if anyone at all knew the precise details of his birth it was John Kennelly 
himself, so Euphemia told my Father to use the earlier of the two dates in February that she 
thought it might have been. As for John’s alleged year of birth, that was simply copied from 
his Discharge Certificate'22). After all, those details had been sufficient for the Department of 
Social Security, as it then was, to pay John’s National Insurance Retirement Pension, i.e. his 
‘State Pension’, for nearly 30 years up to the time of his death. 


John Kennelly was survived by Euphemia. Both had become infirm and unable to cope 
for themselves. For the last few years of their respective lives, John and Euphemia were 
cared for exclusively by my Father and Mother, George and Eliza Kennelly, until they had to 
go into hospital to end their final days. Subsequently, George paid at his own expense for 
the funerals of John and Euphemia, and he was accompanied to them only by Eliza and me. 


Finally, and out of respect for what one of the many unsung heroes who served the guns 
did, in this case my Grandfather, John Kennelly, | append a photograph of his medal group. 
From left to right these comprise: Distinguished Conduct Medal, 1914-18 War Medal, 1914- 
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1918 Victory Medal with Mentioned in Dispatches Oak Leaf emblem on the ribbon, Long 


Service & Good Conduct Medal, and Meritorious Service Medal. For details of the 
inscriptions on the rims of these medals, see HERE. 


—aa 


nae Sennen en 


5 
pa 
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1. The original Army Form B.200 is in my possession. See HERE on this site for a copy 
of the front and HERE for the back. 
2. The original Army Form B.2079 is in my possession. See HERE on this site for a copy. 
2a. The original Army Form B.2067 is in my posession. See HERE on this site for a copy. 
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4. ‘Boy Soldiers of the Great War’ External link. 


5. Per official letter from Superintendent Registrar, Central Registration Office, Killarney, 
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Knocknaboola on 5 March 1886 can be found here: 


https://bit.ly/KennellyMoriartyMarriage . External link. 


5c. The civil record of the illegitimate birth on 28 February 1884 of John Moriarty to Bridget 
Moriarty of Knocknaboola, which notably was not registered until 19 March 1886, some 2 
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10. | have the original of Euphemia Page Green’s Certificate of Birth which, together with 
subsequent entries in Scottish Census Returns, confirms this. See HERE for a copy. 


11. The original Birth Certificate for John Edward Kennelly is in my possession. His birth is 
also noted in RGA records on Form B200 (see Point 1 above). The Birth Certificate is not 
reproduced here. 


12. The original Birth Certificate for Bridget Norah Kennelly is in my possession. Her birth is 
also noted in RGA records on Form B200 (see Point 1 above). The Birth Certificate is not 
reproduced here. 


13. As confirmed by this site https://ukcensusonline.com/. External link. 


13a. | have John’s engraved silver medals still in their presentation boxes and his team 
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also noted in RGA records (see Point 1 above). The Birth Certificate is not reproduced here. 


15. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BL_6-inch_26 cwt_howitzer . External link. 


16. BSM John Kennelly’s DCM award, London Gazette, Issue 30450, 28 December 1917, 
page 61, available online here: 
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30450/supplement/61. External link. 


16a. The direct quote of BSM John Kennelly’s DCM Citation; London Gazette, Issue 30636, 
16 April 1918, page 23, available online 
here: https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30636/supplement/4671. External link. 


17. See in particular the excellent website by Sean Page, whose Grandfather, George 
Hamilton, joined the Battery on the same day as Sergeant John 
Kennelly: http://www.293siegebattery.co.uk. External link. 


17a. An excellent summary of the Battle of Messines can be found HERE. External link. 
17b. An excellent summary of the Battle of Passchendaele can be found HERE. External link. 
17c. This information provided by this source, available HERE. External link. 


17d. Quote by Richard Foot in the Encyclopaedia Britannica article on Passchendaele 
available HERE. External link. 


17e. Martin Marix Evans, “Passchendaele: The Hollow Victory’, available HERE. External 
link. 


18. The 293 Siege Battery’s War Diary is available from the National Archives in Kew under 
reference WO 95/479/9 . External link. 


19. See the private letter written after WWI to BSM Kennelly from his former Commanding 
Officer, and signed ‘E N Aston, Captain [former Major?] RGA, late O.C. 194 S. Bty. R.G.A.’ 
dated 7 December 1919, which is in my possession. The whole of the letter is reproduced 
on this site HERE (5 pages) as it contains some interesting background not mentioned 
elsewhere. 


20. The movements and actions of the 194 Siege Battery RGA can be found in the 87 
Brigade RGA’s War Diary, which can be found in the National Archives in Kew under 
reference WO 95/326/1. External link. 


21. A good summary of which can be found on Wikipedia HERE. 


21a. Quote from C N Trueman, ‘The German Spring Offensive Of 1918’, available 
here: https://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/world-war-one/battles-of-world-war-one/the- 
german-spring-offensive-of-1918/ 


22. The 17 Heavy Artillery Group War Diary can be found in the National Archives in Kew 
under reference WO 95/388/1 . External link. 


23. BSM John Kennelly’s MSM award, London Gazette, Issue 30750, 17 June 1918, page 
7154, available online here: 
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/30750/supplement/7154. This is also 
mentioned in his former OC’s 5-page post-war letter, a copy of which can be found HERE. 
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External link. 


23a. BSM John Kennelly’s Mention in Dispatches (MiD), London Gazette, Issue 31080, 20 
December 1918, page 11, available online here: 
https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/31080/supplement/15035. (External link.) 
The MiD is also mentioned in his former OC’s 5-page post-war letter, a copy of which can 
be found HERE on this site. 


24. See here for more information - 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spring Offensive#cite ref-marix63 23-0. External link. 


25. | have the original letter dated 16 February 1920 from the Adjutant No. 19 (Forth) Fire 
Command RGA at Inchkeith confirming this. See HERE on this site for a copy. 


26. The change was introduced by Army Order 338 in August 1920. 


27. THIS LINK (External link) takes readers to the modern equivalent ceremony which 
differs from what it was when BSM John Kennelly performed the duty 


28. Letter of recommendation dated 9 April 1919 from ‘E B Pigott, Captain RGA, O.C. 194 
SB’. A copy of which can be seen HERE on this site. 


29. | have the original letter from “J B Haig, Major RA, Commanding Officer, DE., RA., Forth 
Defences’ confirming this (Not included in ‘Documents’). 


30. | have the original Death Certificate in my possession. Notably it shows that my 
Grandfather’s parents were ‘John Kennelly’ and ‘Bridget Kennelly M.S. Morarty’, so the 
Registrar had partially corrected the transcription errors in my Grandfather’s Marriage 
Certificate - see Point 8 above. A copy of the Death Certificate can be seen HERE on this 
site. 


31. | have the original medal group of BSM J Kennelly DCM MSM 9541 RGA in possession. 
See HERE on this site for a photograph of their obverse. 


32. Documentary evidence substantiating John Kennelly’s Army service and pension was 
kindly provided by Sean Page whose Grandfather, George Hamilton, also served in 293 SB, 
and | would recommend readers to visit Sean’s website, 
http://www.293siegebattery.co.uk/index.html. Sean’s website is a splendid work in 
progress with more comprehensive and complete information on the 293 SB and those 
who served in it than that which appears anywhere else on the internet. Unfortunately the 
Army document which Sean Page sent me is too large to include a copy of on this website, 
suffice to say that it reiterates the fiction that John Kennelly was ‘19 years and nil months’ 
on enlistment, but it also mentions that my Grandfather was a ‘Clerk’ prior to enlistment, 
not a Farm Labourer, but that might equally have been untrue. 
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See ey 
Date and place of Marriage 
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c particulars a; 
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the Brigade Commander wishes to convey his hearty consratulati 


to the following, who have been "Mentioned in Despatches", 


Majors GC, &, SORRISs, 294 Siege Battory, 
506 .L6, G, Me SUITH, 219 Slege Battery. 
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Wh Patty fi 2 196; ——— a 
: JS OM 99 ISTRIAS 
cs © 294 B® vt L 
The Adjutant ,R.G.A. » J4FFEBIOA |= ‘\ 
} S 
19 (Forth) Fire Comman Cm: ae 
Inchkeith. \ ae 
Another I beg te request; that authority may be ebtainea 
BilyBuilt . fer Ne:2541 B.S.4.7.Kennelly te draw the Pay and allewances ef a 
Product Soe OF 8 


Srd Class Master Gumer whilst perferming the duties as such in 
this Sub Diatrict. 

I would point eut that T/Srd Class Master Gunner .H.Jacksen 
was demebilized en the 25/1/20 en which date 5.S.M.Komelly teek 


ever. 
Late 
- a pe) WL A- 
4 es ‘ \ Ke ¥ 
| * vA i “4 
Inehke ith, CaptnsR.G.A. 
158201 S20. OLFLisoxr a/s NOsLeSeleNeGeA oF ede 


(2). 
0.i/e Nosl Subs Dis tricte 


0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 


The arrangements under which this warrant Officer was 
employed on Master Gunner's work here » Were of a purely temporary 
and provisional nature consequent upon a Master Gunner who arrived 


before him being necessarily detailed at Gullane for the Accounting 


(Movable Armament) duties which B.S.M. Kenne 
ere to ° 


An exchange of duties between B.Seil. Kennelly and Master 
Gumner Hone should be carried out at the earliest puosslvle datce 
In view of the above explained conditions, extra pay 


cannot in this case be claimed for B.S.M.Kennellye 


Wd onka{ hig 


Gept t ReGebe, 
Inchkeith, heen, 
16/2/1920. No:19 (Forth) Fire Command. 
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* 
kept under the Registration of Births, - Deaths and Marriages (Sentland) Act 1065 


7. Name(s), surname and occupation of spouse(s) 
Euphemia Page Green 
died 


8. When and where 


19.73,, August Seventh 1700 hours 
Royal Victoria Hospital, Edinburgh 
9. Usual residence (if different from 8 above) 


16 Hamilton Givoceut, Bainpurgn 


10. Name(s), surname and occupation of father 11. Name(s), surname(s) and maiden surname of mother 
John Kennelly Bridget Kennelly 

12. Cause of death . 

I(a) Broncho-pneumonia 


© 


Il Peripheral vascular disease 


(deceased) 


Certifying registered 

medical Roger G. Smith 

13. Informant’s signature, 
qualification 


er eee ec eee ee. Sere eee eee ee es 


and address 


This extract is valid only if it has been authenticated by the signature of the district registrar or assistant r 
casts Be ctr ant registrar. If the particulars in the relevant entry in the - 
raginier Ar wil nuthenucate eal ose memset eae so Ober similat proces the signature most have been added afte the Tepnsdactinn has ten 


]t is an offence under section 53(3) of the tion of Births, Marriages (Scotland) person 
duction Of this extract which has not been made und authenticated by tke dearer ara Seana Act 1965 for any to pass as genuine any copy or repro- 


Ai who falsifies i 
DY person S5UI) of the tard Any, '* Particular on this extract or knowingly uses, gives or sends as geouine any false or forged extract is liable to prose- 
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Central tegistration Office, 
Southern Health board, 
sillarney. 


i Ghara: ; 
Tae 


Referring to your request for the above Certifiigate, sh to inform 
you that I have searched the Nejisters of the — District (s) 
and have been unable to locate any trace of the recor 


Your application fee is returned herewith, 


Tiise, le meas, 


Nh, O'SHEA 
for Supt. Resistrar. 


Period Searched: 1S 12% — | So. : 
40, foagten sind Da ober 
Voibonnal oetfieolé A> Suffer!” ; 


BOUTHERN HEALTH BOARD 
CENTRAL REGISTRATION OFFICE 
KILLARNEY. CO. KERRY. 
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Silver & gilt snuffbox. Presentation to Sergean John Kennelly from Captain E C Moubray, 21 Coy, RGA. 
Back to Top 


£ oa . r a ‘a c 
Officers & NCO’s 293 SB at Ewshot, January 1917, prior to embarkation to 
France to join BEF. Sergeant John Kennelly sitting to right of the officer group. 
Photo supplied by Sean Page from his website 
http://www.293siegebattery.co.uk/ 
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Part of 293 Siege Battery taken at Ewshot, England, 9 January 1917. Sergeant John Kennelly is 
sitting in front row immediately to the right of Major Snowden. 
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sitting in front row immediately to the right of the group of 5 officers. 


Back to Top 


mhtml:file://C:\Users\ocion\OneDrive\Desktop\Grandad's Website\Photographs.mhtml 15/02/2021 


Photographs Page 4 of 8 


Be Se = Ae 


BSM John Kennelly. standing on right, with 3 other NCOs. France 1917. Probably 293 Siege Battery, but 
maybe 194 SB. 
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194 SB, full complement, Belgium, January 1919. BSM John Kennelly seated, front row, second from left. The 
guns are 6 inch howitzers which fire a 100Ib shell over 5 miles. They are still in their camouflage paint. 
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BSM John Kennelly, centre, holding a captured Mauser Tankgewehr M1918 13.2mm anti-tank rifle. Photo 


taken after the Armistice, probably in Belgium. The same NCOs are in the above picture. 
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UK as most are wearing their medal ribbons. BSM John Kennelly seated front row third from right. Any further 
information appreciated. 


After the Armistice. Group photograph. Company, whereabouts, and date unknown, but presumably 1919 in 
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After the Armistice. Group photograph. Company, whereabouts, and date unknown, but presumably 1919 
in UK as most are wearing their medal ribbons. BSM John Kennelly seated front row third from left. Any 
further information appreciated. 


Back to Top 


mhtml:file://C:\Users\ocion\OneDrive\Desktop\Grandad's Website\Photographs.mhtml 


15/02/2021 


Photographs Page 7 of 8 


John Kennelly, Seated, centre, in suit, after retirement from RGA. Others present unknown, as is 
whereabouts, but may be Leith Fort. Probably late 1922 or early 1923. Any further information appreciated. 
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BSM John Kennelly’s medal group, obverse. From left to right: Distinguished Conduct Medal, 1914-18 War Medal, 
1914-1918 Victory Medal with Mentioned in Dispatches Oak Leaf emblem on the ribbon, Long Service & Good 


Conduct Medal, and Meritorious Service Medal. The inscriptions on the rims can be seen HERE. 
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BSM John Kennelly’s medal group, reverse. 
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Since this site was first published | have uncovered some more information which 
appears to shed some light on the mystery surrounding the birth of the man | knew as John 
Kennelly, my Grandfather. 


Readers who have read through this site will recollect that on the ‘Pre-WWI Page’ | said 


that neither the Irish civil’) nor church authorities‘ have a record of a marriage between a 


John Kinnelly and a Bridget Morarty, but they do record a marriage!) on 5 March 1886 
between a ‘John Kennelly’ and a ‘Bridget Moriarty’, both of Knocknaboola, a small hamlet 


just over 2 miles from Killorglin. This is the only recorded marriage of a couple with similar 
names to those persons named in my Grandfather’s, John Kennelly’s. Marriage Certificate 


(8) living in the area of Killorglin, the town where John maintained he was born, and this 
also suggests that the names of his parents were transcribed incorrectly on that Marriage 


Certificate!8), 


| subsequently argued, on the basis of the available information which | had uncovered 
that this John Kennelly and Bridget Moriarty of Knocknaboola were not my Grandfather’s, 
John Kennelly’s, parents, but that conclusion is now in doubt thanks to a subsequent 
discovery by me. 


| have now discovered that Bridget Moriarty of Knocknaboola gave birth to an 
illegitimate son, by name John, on 28 February 1884; no father is named for the child in the 
civil register!2°) and inspection of the entry makes it clear that this is a deliberate act, not 
simply a clerical omission. Interestingly, the entry in the civil register makes it clear that the 
birth was not registered until 19 March 1886, some 2 years after the birth, and 2 weeks 
after Bridget Moriarty married John Kennelly. 


| have subsequent re-contacted the Diocese of Killorglin but they cannot offer any 
explanation for the birth of John Moriarty not being registered with the civil authorities for 
over 2 years, and not until after the marriage of his mother, Bridget, to John Kennelly. 
Needless to say, the Diocese do not have a baptism record for this John Moriarty either. 


It is also important to note that there is no official record of the illegitimate John 
Moriarty changing his name to John Kennelly, though such niceties would probably have 
been dispensed with by poor working families in rural Ireland, even in the late 19th 
Century. 


Another interesting piece of information appears in the 1911 Irish Census (58) The 1911 
Irish Census was the first to include entries for the following categories: ‘Children born alive 


to present marriage’ and ‘Children still living’. In answer to both questions, John Kennelly 
had entered the figure ‘7’. Seven children born alive, and seven children still living, but the 
1901 Irish Census'22) records only 6 of these children, namely Thomas (age 14), Bridget (age 
12), Edward (aged 10), Patrick (age 9), Norah (Baptised as Honora, age 6), and Mortimer 
(Baptised as Martin, age 2). There is no mention of a child named John, but could John 
Mortimer perhaps be the seventh child? If so, he was born out of wedlock (5°) and should 
not have been included in the 1911 Census Form as one of the ‘Children born alive to 
present marriage’, regardless of whether John Kennelly had been his father or even if he 
had subsequently unofficially adopted him as his own. 
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It is also notable that my Grandfather, John Kennelly, always maintained that he could 
not speak Irish, but the 1901 Census records that John Kennelly and his wife, Bridget, spoke 
both Irish and English, as did the eldest child named on the Census Return (Thomas, age 
14), so it would be unlikely that an elder sibling of Thomas would not speak Irish. John 
Moriarty, or John Kennelly, would have been 17 at the time of the 1901 Census. 


Additionally, as | explained in the ‘Pre-WWI Page’, John Kennelly always maintained to 
his immediate family that his date of birth was either the 4th or 6th of February, which 


does not reconcile itself with the date of birth for John Moriarty, 28th February (5c) which 
was the date his mother, Bridget Moriarty, gave to the Registrar. 


So, the mystery as to who really was my Grandfather’s, John Kennelly’s, parents were, 
or his actual date and year of birth are not finally cleared up, and probably never will be at 
this late stage. 


However, if John Moriarty and John Kennelly were one and the same person, it would 


have made my Grandfather age 17 years and 9 months old (3) when he signed up for the 
Army on 1 December 1901, which contradicts the information in his Army documents - see 


Army Forms B.200')) and B.2079!2), and confirms what | said about this issue in the ‘Pre- 
WWI Page’. 
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